
Preface Ð Yiu Kee Chau: An Appreciation

This special issue ofApplied Organometallic
Chemistry is dedicated to Y.K. Chau on the
occasion of his retirement from the Public Service
of Canada at the end of 1997. Y.K. was a Senior
Research Scientist with the National Water Re-
search Institute, Environment Canada, at the
Canada Centre for Inland Waters in Burlington,
Ontario, Canada.

Y.K. has had an illustrious career in the field of
the environmental chemistry of metals and orga-
nometallic compounds. He received a B.Sc. in
Chemistry from Lingnan University in China and
later began his career in water chemistry in 1957
when he was awarded a UNESCO Fellowship to
study at the C.S.I.R.O. Marine Biological Labora-
tory at Cronulla, Australia. The research he carried
out in Australia was the major part of his thesis for
an M.Sc., conferred in 1961 by the University of
Hong Kong. In 1963, he won a British Council
Scholarship which enabled him to continue his

studies on the chemistry of seawater with Professor
J.P. Riley at the University of Liverpool, (UK),
where he received a Ph.D. in 1965. He also taught
in Macau and at the University of Hong Kong, and
in the period 1960–1968 he was an Associate
Professor and Chairman of the Chemistry Depart-
ment of the Chinese University of Hong Kong. He
joined Environment Canada’s National Water
Research Institute in 1968 and he worked here for
29 years.

In the course of his career, Y.K. has done
pioneering research in the areas of oceanography
and limnology; the analytical chemistry of inor-
ganic, organic and organometallic compounds;
metal complexation; metal speciation and determi-
nation by tandem analytical systems such as gas
chromatography coupled to atomic absorption
spectrophotometry or atomic emission spectro-
metry; the toxicity of metals to aquatic biota; and
the occurrence, pathways, fate and toxicity of
organometallic compounds, including those of lead,
selenium, arsenic, mercury, tin and manganese. He
wrote the Canadian Environmental Protection Act
Priority Substances List — 1 Environmental
Assessment of Nickel in 1993. He has published
over 160 articles in scientific journals, including 19
book chapters, and he has edited two special journal
issues on the above topics. He has frequently been
invited to international conferences as a keynote
speaker or plenary lecturer.

Y.K. received several scholarships in the course
of his studies, and several awards during his career.
He is a Fellow of the Chemical Institute of Canada
and was elected an ‘Eminent Scientist of the Great
Lakes’ by the International Joint Commission in
1988. He holds a cross-appointment at McMaster
University (Hamilton, Canada), and visiting pro-
fessorships at Nankai University (Tianjin, China)
and Zhongshan University (Quangzhou, China), he
is on the editorial boards of many journals, and he is
active in many professional societies. His research
achievements have been recognized by the award of
the Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) degree by the
University of Liverpool in 1981. Other honours
include the MOBAY Lectureship (Monsanto–
Bayer) at the University of New Hampshire,
USA, in 1986, the Editor’s Award of theJournal
of Great Lakes Researchin 1986, and a UN/50
Global Citizenship awarded at the commemoration
of the 50th Anniversary of the United Nations in
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1996 for his contributionsto the improvementof
theenvironment.HehasservedasAssociateEditor
of the Journal of Great Lakes Research(1979–
1991) and he currently serves on the editorial
boards of Applied Organometallic Chemistry,
EnvironmentalToxicology and Water Quality —
an International Journal, Acta ScientiaeCircum-
stantiae, and the Journal of Environmental
Sciences(People’sRepublicof China). In addition,
he is activein severalprofessionalsocieties.

Y.K.’s work and reputation have contributed
significantly to the internationalreputationof the
NationalWaterResearchInstituteandthe Canada
Centrefor Inland Waters(CCIW). Throughouthis
careerY.K. wasoneof thefew staff memberswho
wereautomaticallyassociatedwith thenameCCIW
aroundtheworld. If you mentionedtheCCIW at a
conferencein Russia,Indonesia,Franceor Brazil,
frequentlythe commentyou heardwould be ‘Oh,
yes — that’s whereY.K. Chauworks.’ Y.K. has
had,and continuesto have,internationalresearch
collaborations,and he hasbeena greatmentorto
manyscientists.

Y.K. has many friends and colleaguesin the
Institute andaroundthe world, andhis retirement
will leavea largevoid. It wasapleasureto organize
this special issue in his honour, and to see the
enthusiasticresponseonthepartof thecontributors
whoknowandrespecthiswork. All his friendsand
colleagueswish him peace,happinessand good
health in his retirement.He will now have the
opportunityto spendmoretimewith hisfamily, and
to pursue other interests such as his music.
However, we also know that we shall be seeing
him frequently,becauseheis anEmeritusResearch
Scientistof the Institute.

R. JAMES MAGUIRE
SeniorResearchScientistandActing Director

AquaticEcosystemProtectionBranch
NationalWaterResearchInstitute

EnvironmentCanada
CanadaCentrefor Inland Waters

Burlington,Ontario L7R 4A6Canada.
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